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Part A

Answer any ten questions.

Each question carries 2 marks.
 

1.  Name three type of rock systems in formation of soil.

2.  Is water a mechanical weathering agent?Justify.

3.  Write the charecteristics of any two soil groups in kerala.

4.  Define the term soil texture.

5.  Define buffering capacity.

6.  Write any four factors that results in the formation of problem soil.

7.  Write any two reclamation methods of acidic soil.

8.  How is pottasium deficiency treated in plants ?

9.  Write any two methods for determining nutrient needs

10.  What are straight fertilizers?  Give examples

11.  What are biofertilizers and  how are they classified ?

12.  What are fungicides ? Give examples for sulphur fungicides.

(10×2=20)

Part B

Answer any six questions.

Each question carries 5 marks.
 

13.  Explain the soilid,liquid and gaseous phase of soil.

14.  Write a note on ‘soil structure’.

15.  Explain the ion exchange reactions of soil that affects nutrient availability,microbial activity and plant
growth.

16.  Write a note on factors affecting soil fertility.
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17.  Write a note on role of secondary nutrient in plant growth

18.  Write a note on micro nutrient fertilizers

19.  Describe the efficient usage of various fertilizers

20.  Explain the charecteristics of pesticides.

21.  Give a note on Chloro compounds as herbicides.

(6×5=30)

Part C

Answer any two questions.

Each question carries 15 marks.
 

22.  What do you mean by soil testing ? Explain various steps involved in testing process.

23.  Explain (a)various factors affecting nutrient absorption (b) the deficiency symptoms of nutrient
absorption.

24.  Explain the properties ,uses and relative efficiency of liquid fertilizers.

25.  Write a note on  impact of pesticides on plants,soil and environment.

(2×15=30)
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