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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE UTILISATION OF
TROPICAL PLANT BIOMASS

Mahatma Gandhi University hosted the sixth International conference on Sustainable
Utilisation of Tropical Plant Biomass (SUPTBM) in the virtual platform from 14 to 15 December
2020. The event was jointly organized by School of Biosciences, Business Innovation and
Incubation Centre (BIIC) and the Inter-University Centre for Organic Farming and Sustainable
Agriculture (IUCOFSA) of the Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala, INDIA in
association with the Lund University, Sweden, SASNET-Swedish South Asian network for
Fermented Foods located at Anand Agricultural University, Anand, Gujarat, India and
Sustainable-kerala.net— network for sustainable development. Under the theme ‘utilisation of
plants for foods, feeds, bio-energy, healthcare and medicine, bio-fertilizers, habitat restoration
and development of environment friendly products for the wellbeing of the society’ the event
provided a scientific as well as industrial forum to promote, collaborate and collectively



endeavor to solve the complex problems associated with effective utilization of plant biomass,
scientific inputs in value addition and waste management. In the inaugural address, Prof. Dr.
Sabu Thomas, the Vice Chancellor, M.G. University suggested the need of preserving ecosystem
and utilizing plant biomass for developing advanced eco-friendly materials.

During the two days of the conference, more than 100 people attended, 22 invited talks were
delivered and 20 paper presentations were carried out by more than 45 researchers from different
countries like India, Sweden, Sri Lanka and Poland. The event provided a platform for young
minds to present their work in allied areas and also to explore the recent developments in the
area. A special panel discussion took place on Tuesday, 15™ December 2020 in the afternoon
between the academia and industrial community on the utilization of biomass for a better future
and it provided insight in to the emerging trends and opportunities in innovation and
entrepreneurship that can make Kerala sustainable one.

The SUTPBM 2020 was organized under the leadership of Prof. Jayachandran K, Prof.
Santhosh Thampi and Dr.Radhakrishnan EK of MG University and Dr. Baboo M Nair, Professor
Emeritus, Lund University. The invited speakers were Dr. N. Thajuddin, Professor, Department
of Microbiology, Bharathidasan University; Dr. Ani S. Das, Executive Director, Center for bio
resources and agricultural services, Kannur; Dr. V Sivasubramanian, Director, Phycospectrum
environmental research centre, Chennai; Dr. Manoj Sankaranarayana, Senior Medical Officer,
Dept. of Indian System of Medicine, Govt. of Kerala; Dr. S. Suresh Kumar, Director, School of
Ocean Sciences and Technology, KUFOS; Dr. B. B. Borse, Sr. Principal Scientist & Dy.
Director, CSIR- CFTRI, Mysuru; Dr. G. Nagendra Prabhu, Associate Professor & Principal
Investigator, Centre for Research on Aquatic Resources, SD College, University of Kerala,
Alappuzha; Dr. Rajeev Kumar Sukumaran, Biofuels and Biorefineries Section Microbial
Processes and Technology Division, CSIR-National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and
Technology, Thiruvananthapuram; Dr. Marcin Pietrzykowski, Professor, University of
Agricultural in Krakow Department of Forest Ecology and Silviculture, Poland; Dr. Sudheer
K.P, Head, KAU Agri Business Incubator & Associate Director of Research, Kerala Agricultural
University; Dr. J.B. Prajapati, Principal & Dean, Faculty of Dairy Science, SMC College of
Dairy Science, Anand Agricultural University, Gujarat, India; Dr. K Rajmohan Professor &
Former Head, Department of Plant Biotechnology, Kerala Agricultural University,
Thiruvananthapuram; Dr. S Karthikeyan, Professor of Microbiology, Department of Renewable
Energy Engineering, TNAU, Coimbatore; Dr. M.N.V Prasad, Emeritus Professor, School of Life
Sciences, University of Hyderabad; Dr. Syam Viswanath, Director, KFRI, Thrissur; Dr.
Sagarika Ekanayake, Senior Professor, Department of Biochemistry, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka; Dr. Sujith Nair, Associate Professor, Coordinator of
entrepreneurship section, Umea University, Sweden; Dr. Kavitha Pandey, Head, Bioanalytical
sciences, GNIRD, Mumbai; Lund University, Sweden; Gopika Thiripuranathar, Senior Lecturer
& Head, Dept of Chemistry, Inst. of Chemistry, Ceylon, Sri Lanka. The meeting concluded with
the recommendations to develop novel strategies for connecting farmers, scientists including
social scientists and venture capitalists for the sustainable utilization of plant biomass including
the agricultural waste into value added products, solutions to stubble burning menace emerging
in Kuttanad paddy fields, converting research outputs into
startups/technologies/products/services under the academic leadership of M.G. University.
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