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MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY RECEIVES NEW INDUSTRIAL PROJECT
COLLABORATION WITH APOLLO TYRES CHENNAI

Kottayam - Mahatma Gandhi University receives new industrial project collaboration with Apollo
tyres Chennai. The new project titled “Light weight nanocellulose/rubber hybrid composites
for tyre engineering: the role of interface modification on morphology and ultimate
properties” will be a new innovation for the tyre tread manufacturing. The use of light weight
materials will gain the attention of tyre industry by decreasing the rolling resistance and
improving the fuel efficiency. The use of Nanocellulose which usually extracts from the locally
available plant wastes such as banana, coir, bamboo will give value addition and the prepared
tyre will be of more eco-friendly as compared to the commercially available tyres which are

made of carbon black and silica.

Vice-chancellor Professor (Dr.) Sabu Thomas has received the funding for project for the second

time with Apollo tyres. Earlier Prof. Sabu Thomas has developed the tyre inner liner material



with Apollo tyres. For his innovation in highly gas impermeable elastomeric rubber blend
nanocomposites for tyre inner liner applications he received an Indian patent
[135/CHE/2012].Sabu Thomas also have many project collaborations with leading

industries in India and abroad such as MRF tyres India, Surface treat Check republic, Plant

Lipid India etc.
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