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PRINCIPAL SECRETARY Ik "

Higher Education & Environment Dept.
Government of Kerala, Secretariat

_ + b 4 5 : Thiruvananthapuram-695 001
Sk — G Bl » Phone-Office : 0471-2331509
.  0471-2512897

E-mail : secuhedu@kerala.govin

Date....08-06-2020

DO No: 78(8)/PRL SECY/2020/HEDN

At the outset let me thark you for your cooperation in following the
guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19 pandemic. Government also takes
note of the smooth start of remaining examinations.
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As you all are awa-rg; vix—xiatru_ctiq;é“hﬁvg-__'goﬁg: to all cblleg_es to start online
classes at 8.30 AM. However, Govetnment. I—s_ awal;; that about 30 to 40 % of the
students do -not have access to good smart phones or laptops and connectivity.
Hence Government issued an order asking all colleges including self financing
colleges to provide computers and connectivity to the nearby, needy students.
However this assumes that all colleges have good Wi-Fi facility and a number of
functional computers in the library or computer centre. You may therefore like to
give direction to all colleges particularly self financing' colleges affiliated to your
University to provide Wi-Fi facﬂip_i_e‘s and sufficient computers for the use of their
studehts. A e

As we continue to face the pandemic, G'._dx;ernmenf:'-will be forced to demarcate
hot-spots-or Eo:x_féinment zZones wheré.édll';gé; ;vili not be able to function for some

time. Therefore, it is essential that a decision is taken at the earliest to teach
students for 70% of the syllabus in the conventional manner and the balance 20 to
30 % credits to be offered through online courses: conducted by the top universities

in the world. For this purpose, what you have suggested is good ie., that the

University may create an expért group with subject experts who can prepare a




)__

“:4menn of online courses which fit the syllabus. The early publication of such a list of
online courses for each programme with the approval of the academic couneil will go
a long way in facilitating online courses. Selection of online courses can be made

L

from Swayam platfo_rni of UGC as well.

On- examinations, you may like to Aconside‘r. at this time, the avoidance of
practical examinations and bringing in continuous evaluation as part of the

syllabus, which is what is being done in many Institutes of national impertance in
the country, As part of online assessment, the use of multiple choi¢e questions in
examinations may also be considered. k
In-all colleges and Universitieg pro;ided with RUSA assistance, smart class
rooins have been constructéd for online teaching: These ‘may be used a8 tesource i
o centres. -It-would be-agood idea to help ‘and mentor the i_‘a?‘:uity taking online
classes in affiliated. colléges. The e'ﬁ‘ectiVe implementation of all the above requires

a strong IT system in the University, Hence you may also take necessary steps to
'strengthen your IT divisions.

Finally it is' necessary to educate our young people on fake news and how to
respond to-it. A module on this may be introduced ag part of the mandatory course
on Environment. M. Mir Mohammed Ali IAS (Director, Environment) shall contact

you in this regard.
( ’ Yours Zincerely,
2l |
Dr. Sébu Thomas
Vi_ce €hancellor ¢ 5
M.G. University |

Kottayam- 686560 '

v@mgg.ac.;g




