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DUO-India Professor Fellowship Award 

 to  

MGU Professor 
 
Professor E.V.Ramasamy, Director ,School of Environmental Sciences  & Dean, Faculty of 

Environmental and Atmospheric Sciences of Mahatma Gandhi University has been awarded with 

DUO-INDIA Professor fellowship. DUO-India Fellowship Programme was established in 2019 

with the aim of promoting exchange of people between India and European countries. DUO-India 

aims to fund every year, 50 professor-pairs for exchanges for one month, starting from 2020 

onwards aiming to provide mobility between Indian and European institutes. Thus Professor 

Ramasamy has been selected as one among the first batch of 50 Professors selected from all over 

India, and he is the first and only Professor from Mahatma Gandhi University, Kerala selected for 

this award in 2020. For this program, only such institutes which are part of the Joint Research 



Projects under Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research Collaboration (SPARC) are 

eligible to participate, as MGU is one among the SPARC universities, the faculty members are 

eligible to apply for this award. 

 

The exchange is done by pairs- one professor from Indian Higher Education Institute (HEI) is 

hosted by a European institutes and vice versa. Accordingly Professor Martinus Loonen, from 

Arctic Centre, University of Groningen, Netherlands will be the host Institute Professor visiting 

MGU for one month during April - May this year. Similarly Professor Ramasamy (MGU) will 

visit Arctic Centre, University of Groningen during September-October 2020.  

 

This DUO-India exchange award is given for a collaborative research proposal submitted by the 

pair on Microplastics (MPs) research, which is of great concern globally but less studied in India. 

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) lists Microplastics as one among the ten important 

global environmental issues along with Climate change. This proposal is an attempt to develop 

research on MPs in the Environment in India. The Host Institute Professor (Dr Loonen) is an 

expert in Barnacle geese (A bird predominant in Arctic Environment) and in many other birds. He 

works in Arctic Environment and recently developed interest in the occurrence of MPs in the bird 

droppings. Prof. Ramasamy  met Dr Loonen at Ny-Alesund, Svalbard (Arctic , Norway) during 

his recent visit to Ny-Alesund as a part of Indian Arctic Expedition in July 2019. Both had 

discussions on the spread of MPs in soil and water; contaminating the food chain; also discussed 

on the role of birds in distributing the MPs etc. It was then decided by both to have a collaborative 

research program on MPs in bird droppings and in the soil environment. This collaborative 

research through DUO-INDIA will form an important part of Microplastics research particularly 

on the land based sources of Microplastics being carried out by Professor E.V.Ramasamy in India. 

 

 

MGU Faculty Dr.Suresh Mathew bags Netzsch-ITAS Award 

Dr.Suresh Mathew, Professor, School of Chemical Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University has 

been chosen for Netzsch-ITAS Award 2020 by the Indian Thermal Analysis Society which is 

given to persons in recognition of their outstanding contributions in the field of Thermal Analysis 

Research. The Award carries a citation and a cash prize which is being presented  at the  bi annual 

Thermal Analysis Symposium at Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Mumbai on January 

30, 2020. Prof Mathew is an Alexander-von-Humboldt Fellow and is the Former Director of 

School of Chemical Sciences and the Founder Director of Advanced Molecular Materials 

Research (AMMRC) Centre. He has many international publications and patents in the area of 



Thermal Analysis to his credit. He is a Visiting Professor at Lungwa University of Science and 

Technology, Taiwan and Rzeszow University of Technology, Poland.  
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