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“Hard balancing in global politics is a danger,” warns Canadian IR scholar 

“Competitive international politics can remerge today with a vengeance as evident in early 
twentieth century Europe,” according to Dr. T.V. Paul,  James McGill Professor of International 
Relations, McGill University Canada, and Fellow, Royal Society of Canada. He was delivering IR 
Annual Lecture 2020 at the School of International Relations and Politics (SIRP), Mahatma Gandhi 
University today. Dr Paul said that the arrival of Donald Trump and other right wing leaders in 
Europe have ignited talks of greater protectionism and hard balancing competition re-emerging 
among great power states.  

Dr Paul said that “the twin forces of globalization and global norms against aggressive 
territorial expansion have restrained but not prevented the US even when it intervened in theaters of 
conflicts and wars such as Iraq and Afghanistan.” “These same forces encouraged rising powers such 
as China and Russia to mellow their conflict behavior during the first two decades of the Post-Cold 
War era.” For more than a decade, “China has been actively expanding to contested waters such as 
the South China Sea and the response of affected states have been in most cases less competitive than 
expected. Democratic India, a third rising power, has been integrated faster as it is globalizing in every 
key dimension, especially in the economic arena. It has been engaging in limited ententes with the US, 
Japan and some Southeast Asian countries. None of these contentions assume that the United States 
or rising powers will not use military power occasionally and asymmetric strategies to achieve their 
strategic goals.”  

Dr. Paul warned that “a massive failure of globalization and economic decline or a major 
policy retreat on free trade by imposing protectionist barriers in key countries, especially the US and 
China could reignite the competition for resources and wealth.” He said that the need for “careful 
statecraft is all the more important to prevent the world sliding into intense rivalries and potentially 
military conflicts.” Balance of power, relying on traditional military means alone “is no guarantee for 
long-term peace and stability in an interconnected world.” “A hybrid approach to balancing that 
include soft balancing, using international institutions and limited hard balancing relying on adequate 
military capabilities of the defensive and deterrent variety, is necessary to preserve peace in the 
coming decades,” he noted.  Dr. C.Vinodan, Director, SIRP welcomed and Dr. Joseph 
Tharamangalam, University of Halifax, Canada, Dr. K.M. Seethi, Dean of Social Sciences, Dr. A.M. 
Thomas and others spoke.  
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