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Press Release on the Curtain Raiser Lecture of the fifth session of Kerala History
Congress, delivered by Prof.Dipesh Chakraborty, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO @
M.G.University

On Seeing the Planet: Prof Dipesh Chakrabarty

Professor Dipesh Chakrabarty subaltern historian delivered the Curtain Raiser lecture for
the fifth international session of Kerala History Congress at Mahatma Gandhi University.
Talking on the theme, Between Globalisation and Global Warming: The Changing Fault Lines
of Human History, Professor Chakrabarty implicated about the planetary consciousness that
has emerged since the global summits on environment under the aegis of UN. These
discourses made visibility to the ecological world in the social world. He asked the question
why we are not asking How old the mountain is and instead asking how old the house is. The
significance of the ecological world and time emanates from understanding deep historical
time that lie at the root of everyday life experiences of the people. Whenever we discern
history based on human time scale that leads to reductionism and nullification of deep
geological factors that shape and reshape our existence on the planet earth. He further
argued that geographical factors are not background factors that are static, but mould and
shape human perceptions about their existence. A new sphere has emerged on the planet,
Technosphere that impact human perceptions and values. Referring to his well established
Great Acceleration Thesis; he pin pointed the disastrous levels of ecological destruction
happening on the planet. We need to see the planet in the world, he added. Prof Dipesh also
critiqued the political affiliations that block the processes of conservationist strategies as the
politicians impact the scientific notions and get things resolved through political
negotiations. Interestingly Professor Dipesh also highlighted the transcending boundaries of
rivers and mountains that make the territorial dimensions of the modern state as imaginary
while in reality the region is a different concept based on ecological world. Drawing on
research in biology, ecology, postcolonial theory, and Marxism, Chakrabarty recuperates the
category of the human species in respect to climate change, not so as to abolish social and
political distinctions among humans but rather in order to consider the way in which climate
change demands a planetary perspective on history.

The Curtain Raiser lecture, first programme in the fifth international session of Kerala
History Congress was inaugurated by Prof.Dr.C.T.Aravind Kumar, the Pro Vice Chancellor of
the University and Prof .Dr.K.Sabukuttan Registrar presided over the meeting. Prof Sanal
Mohan, Director of Kerala Council for Historical Research , Dr. Gopakumaran Nair, Professor
K.M. Seethi, General Secretary of the Congress, Prof M.H.Ilias and Prof K A Manjusha spoke .
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Press Release on the Curtain Raiser Lecture of the fifth session of Kerala History
Congress, delivered by Prof.Dipesh Chakraborty, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO @
M.G.University

On Seeing the Planet: Prof Dipesh Chakrabarty

Professor Dipesh Chakrabarty subaltern historian delivered the Curtain Raiser lecture for
the fifth international session of Kerala History Congress at Mahatma Gandhi University.
Talking on the theme, Between Globalisation and Global Warming: The Changing Fault Lines
of Human History, Professor Chakrabarty implicated about the planetary consciousness that
has emerged since the global summits on environment under the aegis of UN. These
discourses made visibility to the ecological world in the social world. He asked the question
why we are not asking How old the mountain is and instead asking how old the house is. The
significance of the ecological world and time emanates from understanding deep historical
time that lie at the root of everyday life experiences of the people. Whenever we discern
history based on human time scale that leads to reductionism and nullification of deep
geological factors that shape and reshape our existence on the planet earth. He further
argued that geographical factors are not background factors that are static, but mould and
shape human perceptions about their existence. A new sphere has emerged on the planet,
Technosphere that impact human perceptions and values. Referring to his well established
Great Acceleration Thesis; he pin pointed the disastrous levels of ecological destruction
happening on the planet. We need to see the planet in the world, he added. Prof Dipesh also
critiqued the political affiliations that block the processes of conservationist strategies as the
politicians impact the scientific notions and get things resolved through political
negotiations. Interestingly Professor Dipesh also highlighted the transcending boundaries of
rivers and mountains that make the territorial dimensions of the modern state as imaginary
while in reality the region is a different concept based on ecological world. Drawing on
research in biology, ecology, postcolonial theory, and Marxism, Chakrabarty recuperates the
category of the human species in respect to climate change, not so as to abolish social and
political distinctions among humans but rather in order to consider the way in which climate
change demands a planetary perspective on history.

The Curtain Raiser lecture, first programme in the fifth international session of Kerala
History Congress was inaugurated by Prof.Dr.C.T.Aravind Kumar, the Pro Vice Chancellor of
the University and Prof .Dr.K.Sabukuttan Registrar presided over the meeting. Prof Sanal
Mohan, Director of Kerala Council for Historical Research , Dr. Gopakumaran Nair, Professor
K.M. Seethi, General Secretary of the Congress, Prof M.H.Ilias and Prof K A Manjusha spoke .
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Press Release on the Curtain Raiser Lecture of the fifth session of Kerala History
Congress, delivered by Prof.Dipesh Chakraborty, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO @
M.G.University

On Seeing the Planet: Prof Dipesh Chakrabarty

Professor Dipesh Chakrabarty subaltern historian delivered the Curtain Raiser lecture for
the fifth international session of Kerala History Congress at Mahatma Gandhi University.
Talking on the theme, Between Globalisation and Global Warming: The Changing Fault Lines
of Human History, Professor Chakrabarty implicated about the planetary consciousness that
has emerged since the global summits on environment under the aegis of UN. These
discourses made visibility to the ecological world in the social world. He asked the question
why we are not asking How old the mountain is and instead asking how old the house is. The
significance of the ecological world and time emanates from understanding deep historical
time that lie at the root of everyday life experiences of the people. Whenever we discern
history based on human time scale that leads to reductionism and nullification of deep
geological factors that shape and reshape our existence on the planet earth. He further
argued that geographical factors are not background factors that are static, but mould and
shape human perceptions about their existence. A new sphere has emerged on the planet,
Technosphere that impact human perceptions and values. Referring to his well established
Great Acceleration Thesis; he pin pointed the disastrous levels of ecological destruction
happening on the planet. We need to see the planet in the world, he added. Prof Dipesh also
critiqued the political affiliations that block the processes of conservationist strategies as the
politicians impact the scientific notions and get things resolved through political
negotiations. Interestingly Professor Dipesh also highlighted the transcending boundaries of
rivers and mountains that make the territorial dimensions of the modern state as imaginary
while in reality the region is a different concept based on ecological world. Drawing on
research in biology, ecology, postcolonial theory, and Marxism, Chakrabarty recuperates the
category of the human species in respect to climate change, not so as to abolish social and
political distinctions among humans but rather in order to consider the way in which climate
change demands a planetary perspective on history.

The Curtain Raiser lecture, first programme in the fifth international session of Kerala
History Congress was inaugurated by Prof.Dr.C.T.Aravind Kumar, the Pro Vice Chancellor of
the University and Prof .Dr.K.Sabukuttan Registrar presided over the meeting. Prof Sanal
Mohan, Director of Kerala Council for Historical Research , Dr. Gopakumaran Nair, Professor
K.M. Seethi, General Secretary of the Congress, Prof M.H.Ilias and Prof K A Manjusha spoke .
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