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Course Title

HY5CRT 10 – ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES & HUMAN
RIGHTS IN HISTORICAL OUTLINE

Module 1
Environmental Studies: An Introduction

What is Environmental Studies? – Nature of Environmental Studies – Definition, Scope and
Importance – Natural Resources: Renewable and Non-renewable – Forest Resources, Water
Resources, Mineral Resources, Food Resources, Energy Resources and Land Resources –
Concept, Structure and Functions of Ecosystems 

Module 2
Bio-Diversity, Social Issues and the Environment

Introduction  to  Bio-diversity  – Value of  Bio-diversity  – Threats  to  Bio-diversity:  Habitat
Loss, Poaching of Wildlife and Man-Wildlife Conflicts – Define Environmental Pollution –
Causes,  Effects  and  Control  Measures  of  Air  Pollution,  Water  Pollution,  Soil  Pollution,
Marine Pollution,  Noise Pollution,  Thermal Pollution and Nuclear Hazards – Solid Waste
Management: Causes, Effects and Control Measures of Urban and Industrial Waste

Module 3
Introduction to Environmental History

Unit 1 – Historical Outline – Environmental History and its Relations with Environmental
Studies – Scope of Environmental Studies in History- Interdisciplinary Nature.

Unit  2  –  Roots  of  Environmental  Crisis  –  Four  Modes  of  Resource  Use:  Hunting-
Gathering, Nomadic Pastoralism, Settled Agriculture and Industrial Phase

Unit 3 – Forest Resources: Colonial Phase  – Use and Over-Exploitation, Forest Laws in
British India- Concept of Scientific Forestry- Alienation of Adivasis from Forests – Hunting
and Impact on Wildlife.

Module 4
The Post-Colonial Developments on Environment

Unit 1 – Post Colonial Scenario – The Developmental Drive:  Industrialization, Dams and 
Mines – Tribal Struggles.

Unit 2 – The Struggles from the Margins – Land alienation and Tribal Protest Movements- 
its Strategies and Ideology.

Unit 3 – Environmental Movements: Chipko, Narmada Bachao Andolan, the Silent Valley 
and Plachimada Issues – Women and Environmental Struggles
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Module 5
Unit 1 - Human Rights

An Introduction to Human Rights, Meaning, concept and development –History of Human
Rights-Different  Generations   of  Human  Rights-  Universality  of  Human  Rights-  Basic
International Human Rights Documents -  UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR.-Value dimensions of
Human Rights  

Unit 2 - Human Rights and United Nations  
Human Rights co-ordination within UN system- Role of UN secretariat- The Economic and
Social Council- The Commission Human Rights-The Security Council and Human rights-
The  Committee  on  the  Elimination  of  Racial  Discrimination-  The  Committee  on  the
Elimination  of  Discrimination  Against  Women-  the  Committee  on  Economic,  Social  and
Cultural  Rights- The Human Rights Committee-  Critical  Appraisal  of UN Human Rights
Regime.

Unit 3- Human Rights National Perspective
Human Rights in Indian Constitution – Fundamental Rights- The Constitutional Context of
Human Rights-directive  Principles  of  State  Policy  and Human Rights-  Human Rights  of
Women-children –minorities- Prisoners-  Science Technology and Human Rights- National
Human Rights Commission- State Human Rights Commission- Human Rights Awareness in
Education.
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