
M.Ed. DEGREE PROGRAMME 

SEMESTER I 

COMMON COURSE 

Course Code : 902   ADVANCED EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Contact Hours: 108 Max. Weight: 32 

Duration of Exam: 3 hrs. No. of Credits: 4 

 

Course Objectives 

To enable the learner to  

i) understand the basic concepts, principles and theories of 

educational psychology. 

ii) understand the implications of psychological theories and 

principles in learning and instructions. 

iii) critically evaluate the relevance of various theories and 

identify their limitations. 

iv) develop scientific attitude and research competency. 

Mode of transaction 

 Lecturer–cum demonstration,  Discussion,  Seminars, 

Assignments,   Case Study,  Experimentation and Testing. 
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COURSE OF STUDY 

Unit I. Introductory Concepts  (6hrs) 

1.1 Psychology:  Origin, Areas and methods of Psychology, 

Scientific characteristics of Psychology, Approaches in 

Psychology  

1.2 Educational psychology:  Concept and Scope of Educational 

Psychology. Relevance and Influence of educational psychology  

on the theory and practice of education.  

Unit 2. Developmental Psychology  (20hrs) 

2.1 Concepts, Principles and Stages of development. General 

characteristics and problems of each stage.  Approaches in 

studying development. Longitudinal and cross sectional effect 

of birth on development.  Influence of major glands and 

nervous system on human development and behaviour.  

2.2 Physical and  Motor Development : Characteristics – factors  

of physical development, development of motor  skills – 

Significance on development.  

2.3 Emotional Development: Differentiation of emotions  (Bridge’s 

chart) – emotional maturity – factors of emotional development 

– Education of emotions, emotional control and catharsis. 

2.4 Social and Language Development: Socialization Process, 

Psycho Social development (Erickson) – development of 

language – views of Noam  Chomsky and Vygotsky. 
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2.5 Moral Development: Views of Kohlberg – Implications of 

Kohlberg’s theory in value education. 

2.6 Cognitive Development: Process of cognitive development and 

implications in teaching. (Piaget and Bruner) 

2.7 Individual Difference: Determinants , Role of heredity and 

environment, transmission of heredity , studies on nature  and 

nurture to behaviour – Adjustment of teaching –learning 

process to suit individual differences.  

2.8 Adolescent Development: Needs and problems of adolescents  

with special reference to Indian conditions – Measures for 

solution.  

Unit 3. Learning and Instruction (25hrs) 

3.1 Concept and General nature  of  learning  

3.2 Behavioural perspectives on learning: An overview  of the 

theories of Pavlov, Thorndike, Skinner and Hull – critical 

evaluation of the relevance of behavioural learning principles in 

leaning and instructions.  

3.3 Cognitive views of learning  : Purposive Behavioursim  

(Tolman), Gestalt view of learning, Meaningful verbal learning 

(Ausbel), Information processing framework for learning 

(Sternberg and Kosslyn) 

3.4 Constructivist perspective on learning: Comparative 

analysis  of the views of Piaget  (individual constructivism), 
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Vygotsky (social constructivism) and Bruner (Discovery 

learning – Implications in learning and instructions.  

3.5 Gagne’s Hierarchy of learning – Eight  types of leaning and 

their conditions – revised  version and five varieties of 

capability. 

3.6 Transfer  of learning: Concept, Theories, Experimental 

studies, implications for educational theory and practice.  

3.7 Motivation: Significance, Types of motivation. Theories of 

motivation. Strategies for enhancing motivation in the learner. 

3.8 Reasoning and problem solving. Teaching of reasoning and 

problem solving.  

Unit 4. Intelligence and Cognition  (22 hrs.) 

4.1 Intelligence: Meaning and attributes of intelligence 

Theories of intelligence: Theories of Spearman, Thorndike, 

Thomson, Thurstone, Burt and Vermon, Guilford, Cattel, 

Sternberg. Multiple intelligence – (Gardner) Emotional 

Intelligence (Goleman) and Social Intelligence   

Measurement of intelligence : IQ, EQ, and SQ. Types of 

intelligence  tests, limitations of intelligence testing.  

4.2 Affective correlates of intelligence: Aptitude, interest, 

attitude, values – measurement of these correlates of 

intelligence. 
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4.3 Creativity: Nature and characteristics – intelligence and 

creativity, steps in creative thinking, fostering creativity in the 

learner, assessment of creativity.  

4.4 Educating  exceptional children: Gifted, academically 

backward, learning disabled and differently abled. 

4.5 Meta Cognition: Meaning   and significance.   Meta cognitive  

processes  - factors  of metacongition – metacognitive 

strategies.  

Unit 5. Personality  (23 hrs) 

5.1 Introductory concepts: Nature and characteristics of 

personality, Development of personality – mature personality. 

Biological determinants of personality, Social determinants of 

personality, Cultural determination of personality. Trait and 

Type  approaches  to personality. 

5.2 Theories  of personality –Psychoanalytic Theories: Freud, 

Jung, Adler, Otto Rank - Neo-Freudian foundations of 

personality – Fromm, Horney, Sullivan, Erikson - Humanistic 

view – Rogers, Maslow, Allport, Lewin and Goldstein. Social 

learning  Theory: – Bandura  

5.3 Measurement of Personality – Different types of measures, 

Personality Inventories, Rating Scales, Situational Tests, 

Projective Techniques. 
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5.4 Deviant Personality: Personality disorders – Neurotic 

disorders, Psychotic disorders and Somatic disorders. Effect  of 

Drug  Addiction – LSD,  Marijuana, Stimulants, Sedatives, 

Narcotics, Hallucinogens etc on personality.   

Unit 6. Adjustment and Mental Health  (12hrs) 

6.1 Adjustment: Concept, Types and mechanisms of adjustment. 

6.2 Maladjustment: Causes, symptoms and detection of 

Maladjustment. 

6.3 Principles of Mental Hygiene. Preventive , constructive  and 

curative measures – psychotherapy, transactional analysis  

6.4 Guidance and Counselling: Principles, Types and Techniques 

of Guidance and  counselling. Effective classroom management 

– discipline and democratic leadership. Coping with 

undesirable behaviour – negative reinforcement and 

punishment.  

Practicum  (Any two items)        

1. Prepare a  theme paper  on a thrust area 

2. Conduct and record a minimum of one experiment  and two 

psychological tests pertaining to the syllabus  

3. Review of one  research article  related   to the topics in the 

syllabus     
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M.Ed. Degree Examination - Semester I 
Model Question Paper 

Course Code : 902 – Advanced Educational Psychology 

Time: Three Hours      Maximum Weight : 32  
 
 Part A  

 Answer any two questions. Each question carries a weight of 4   

1. Explain and compare Piaget’s theory of cognitive development with 

that of Brunnerian views. 

2. Explain Gagne’s hierarchy  of learning and  examine its relevance 

in classroom instruction.  

3. Explain the extent to which Tolman’s theory of learning  conforms 

to the Behavioristic approach of  learning? 

4. What is maladjustment? Explain any three adjustment 

mechanisms that adolescents generally resort to. How can a 

teacher deal with such situation?                          (2x4 = 8 weight) 

 Part B 

Answer any six  questions. Each question carries a weight of 2. 

5. What is creative thinking? Suggest any two techniques to promote 

creativity in children through classroom instruction. 

6. Examine the relative significance of maturation and learning in 

human development. 

7. What are situational tests of personality assessment? Give one 

example. 

8. Mention four major psychological needs of adolescents.  State the 

ways to satisfy them in the classroom. 

9. State the underlying psychological principle in projective tests.  

10. Explain  Aptitude  test with the help of an example.  

11. Distinguish between Values and Attitudes. Give examples.  

12. What is a psychological group? State its characteristics.  
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  (6x2=12 weight ) 

 

 Part C 

 Answer any six questions. Each question carries a weight of 1 

13. Give a brief description of the biological bases of human behaviour. 

14. What is socialization? Examine the role of peer group in the 

socialization of a child. 

15. Examine how cultural deprivation affects mental development of 

children.  

16. Explain Expectancy X Value theory of motivation. 

17. “Educational psychology has revolutionized the practice of 

education” Discuss.  

18. Describe the process of language development in children. 

Examine the factors influencing language development. 

19. Explain group dynamics and explain how a knowledge of group 

dynamics helps the teacher in effective classroom management  

20. Explain  humanism and the basic views of humanists regarding 

the learner and the learning process. 

  (6x1=6 weight) 

 Part D  

 Answer all questions. Each question carries ½  weight   

21. Distinguish signal learning and stimulus response learning. 

22. Briefly explain group dynamics. 

23 List out  the implications of Kohlberg’s theory in value education.  

24 Suggest  two techniques for catering to  individual differences in 

learning. 
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25 Mention the prominent behavioural problems faced by the 

adolescents in India.  

26 Explain Spearman’s Two factor Theory of Intelligence.  

27 What are the effects of drug addiction? 

28 Enumerate  the steps in creative thinking. 

29 What is ZPD? 

30 Mention the strategies for metacognition.  

31 What is  Maslow’s theory of  hierarchy?   

32 Differentiate directive  counselling from non directive counselling.  

 (12x ½  = 6 weight) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


