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MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY 

Ph. D Course Work in Arabic 

Course II – Broad Area in  Arabic    

Unit I – Pre-Islamic Literature 

a. Societal conditions of the Pre-Islamic period 

b. Influence of the societal conditions to the literature 

c. Poetry; the main literary form of the Pre-Islamic period 

d. Features and characteristics of Pre-Islamic poetry 

e. Pre-Islamic poetry and its criticism. 

f. The seven odes  

Unit II – Literature of the Islamic and the Umayyad Period 

a. Societal conditions of this period 

b. Islamic influence on the major forms of literature in prose and poetry 

c. Features and characteristics of Islamic and Umayyad period 

d. The Umavi triangle- Jarir, Firazdhak and Akhthal 

Unit III – The Abbasid Period 

a. Societal conditions of the period 

b. Influence of the societal conditions to the literature and contributions of the 

rulers 

c. Development of various branches of science, social science and language; history, 

philosophy, medicine, grammar, rhetoric and prosody; Major works in literary 

criticism 

d. Literature of the Abbasid period and various forms in prose and poetry 

e. Features and characteristics of Abbasid poetry 

f. Descriptions on poets and their works 

g. Development of Sharia literature; Thafseer, Hadith and Fiqh 

Unit IV – Modern and Contemporary Literature 

a. Factors influenced on modern Arabic literature: 

i. Translation 

ii. Journalism 
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iii. Orientalism 

iv.  Academies and Societies 

b. Development of various literary forms in modern Arabic literature 

i. Poetry 

ii. Story 

iii. Fiction 

iv. Drama 

c. Development of criticism and Contributions of critics in this period 

d. Trends and  the schools in this period: 

i. Classicism 

ii. Neo-classicism 

iii. Romanticism 

iv. Realism 

v. Social realism 

vi. Symbolism 

Schools: 

i. The Baroodian School 

ii. Diwan Movement 

iii. Appolo 

iv. Mahjar 

e. Major contributions of the authors in this period: M. H. Heykal to Najib Mahfouz 

and Mahmud Sami AlBaroodi to Adunis(Ali Ahmed Saeed Esber) 

 

Unit V – Language Sciences 

a. Grammar and Morphology:  identification and analysis of the major grammatical 

and morphological issues 

b. Rhetoric and prosody: identification of the major rhetoric issues in its three 

types.Analysis of the sixteen meters of the Prosody and related issues. 

c. Literary criticism: elements of literature 
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