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Syllabus for Ph. D. course work in History 
Course II -  Recent Trends in History 

 
 
Module I 
 
Concept and Methodology - Urban History - Cultural History –Environmental  
History- History of Emotions- History of Everyday Life-Microhistory – Local History 
– Oral History- Gender Studies- Historical Perspectives- History of Masculinity- - 
Feminist Historiography .  
 
Module II 
 
History and Theory – Structuralism- Post structuralism- Post Modernism and the 
critique of historical objectivity- Critique of Post Modernism 
 
Module III 
 
Marxist interpretation of Indian History -D.D.Kosambi - R.S. Sharma - Irfan Habib - 
Bipan Chandra  
 
Module IV 
 
Major shifts-Annales School and their legacy–Mentalities- Long Duree- Geo- 
Structuralism- Idea of Total History- History of working class- Hobsbawm- 
Thompson 
 
Module V 
 
Subaltern Sudies - Ranajit Guha - Sumit Sarkar - Dipesh Chakravarty – Partha 
Chatterjee – Gyanendra Pandey -  Gayathri Chakravorty  Spivak- Critique of 
Subaltern Studies. 
 
 
 

Recommended Readings: 



 
David Arnold, Ranajit Guha, and David Hardiman, Subaltern studies: Essays in 
honour of Ranajit Guha (Oxford University Press, 1999). 
 
David E. Ludden, Reading Subaltern Studies: Critical History, Contested Meaning, and the 
Globalisation of South Asia , Orient Blackswan, 2003. 
 
Derek Attridge, et al,  Post Structuralism and the question of History, 
1987,Cambridge University Press.  
 
Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical 
Difference, Princeton University Press, 2000. 
 
Dyos H.J., The Study of Urban History, Edward Arnold, 1968. 
 
Dipesh Chakrabarty, Habitations of Modernity,  Orient Blackswan, 2004. 
 
Fernand Braudel, Of History, Chicago University Press, 1980. 
 
Janaki Nair, Women and Law in Colonial India , New Delhi: Kali for Women, 1996. 
 
Jan Vansina, The Oral Tradition, London, 1965. 
 
Jayapalan N., Historiography , Atlantic Publishers & Distributors, 2004. 
 
 
Joan Kelley, Women, History and Theory, Chicago University Press, 1984. 
 
Joan Wallach Scott,  Gender and the Politics of History, New York Columbia University 
Press, 1988. 
 
John Sturrock, Structuralism, 2nd edition, Blackwell, 2003 
 
Kumkum Sangari, Uma Chakravarti, and Indian Institute of Advanced Study, From 
Myths to Markets: Essays on Gender, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 1999. 
 
Michael Foucault, Archaeology of Kbnowledge, Polity Press, London, 1972. 
 
 
Peter Burke, New Perspectives on Historical Writing, Pennsylvania State University 
Press, 2001. 



 
Ramachandra Guha, The Unquiet Woods, 1991, OUP.  
 
Ranajit Guha, A Subaltern Studies Reader, 1986-1995, University of Minnesota Press, 
1997. 
 
Ranajit Guha, Dominance Without Hegemony: History and Power in Colonial India,  
(Harvard University Press, 1997). 
 
Ranajit Guha, History at the Limit of World-history,  Columbia University Press, 2002. 
 
Rardiner P., Theories of History, London.  
 
Satish K. Bajaj, Research Methodology in History, Anmol Publications PVT. LTD., 2002. 
 
Tanika Sarkar, “Politics of Women in Bengal: The Conditions and Meaning of 
Participation,”in J. Krishnamurty, ed. Women in Colonial India: Essays on Survival, Work 
and the State, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1989. 
 
Sharma R.S., Urban Decay in India (c 300-1000), Munshiram Manoharlal, Delhi, 1987. 
 
Sharma R. S., Indian Feudalism, Macmillan, 1981. 
 
Sharma R. S, Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India,  ,Motilal 
Banarsidass Publishers, New Delhi, 1991. 
 
Sreedharan E., A Textbook of Historiography, 500 B.C. to A.D. 2000, Orient Blackswan, 
2004. 
 
Sumit Sarkar, Beyond Nationalist Frames: Relocating, Postmodernism, Hindutva, History,  
Orient Blackswan, 2004. 
 
Tanika Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation, Orient Blackswan, 2003. 
 
Tapan Raychaudhuri and Irfan Habib, Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol-1(pb), 
Orient Blackswan, 2004. 
 
Uma Chakraborty, Gendering Caste Through a Feminist Lens,  Popular Prakashan, 2003. 
 
Wash W.H., An Introduction to the Philosophy of History, London. 
 



 
 
 
 


