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Syllabus  
 

Unit I –            EPISTEMOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF  POLITICAL SCIENCE 
  

Philosophical Foundations of Knowledge  
Theory and Method in Political Analysis 
Positivism- Historical Materialism- Post-positivism   
 

Unit II –          SOCIOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF STATE AND 

                             POLITICS  
 
  Idealism - Liberalism – Marxism   

Perspectives and Critiques   
   
Unit III –        CONTEMPORARY THEORIES OF STATE, GOVERNANCE AND  

                             INSTITUTIONS  
 

Neoliberalism – Institutionalism and New Institutionalism  
Theories of Gender and Feminism – Green Theories 
Critical Theory          
Post-modernism and Post-structuralism  
Post-colonialism 

   
Unit IV –       CONTEMPORARY THEORIES OF THE WORLD SYSTEM  
   
  Theories of Development/Underdevelopment/Unequal Exchange 
  Theories of Globalisation 

Political Economy of Global Governance  
  
Unit V –         CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES ON POLITICS AND SOCIETY 
  
      Social Class, Social Identities and Political Mobilisation  
                 Caste – Ethnicity – Religion 
      Multiculturalism – Secularism 
      Politics of Media and New Media  
                 Civil Society and New Social Movements  
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