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Sem   Course 

code 
Course  Course Title Course 

Type 
Hrs/ 

Week 

Credit Exam  

Hrs 

Marks 

Int;    Ext    Total 
Total  

Credit 

 

 

 

 

I 

 Common Course -1  Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100  

20  Common Course- 2  Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

 Common Course-3  Theory 4 4 3 20 80 100 

KV1CRT01 Core Course – 1 Origin of Kathakali Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

KV1CRP02 Core Course – 2                   Aattakadha Practical 4 2 30min 20 80 100 

KS1CMP01 Complementary Course – 1   

Kathakali Sangeetham 

Basic Lessons of Kathakali Sangeetham Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT1CMP02 Complementary Course- 2  

Thalas in Kathakali 

Basic Lessons of Kathakali Thalas Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

II  Common Course -4  Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 

 Common Course- 5  Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

 Common Course-6  Theory 4 4 3 20 80 100 

KV2CRT03 Core Course – 3    Basic study of Abhinaya Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

KV2CRP04 Core Course – 4  Navarasam Practical 4 2 30min    

KS2CMP03 Complementary Course – 3  

Kathakali Sangeetham 

Padams Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT2CMP04 Complementary Course- 4     

Thalas in Kathakali 

Application of Thalas Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

III  Common Course -7  Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 

 Common Course- 8  Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 

KV3CRT05 Core Course – 5  Bhava – Rasa Theory 7 4 3 20 80 100 

KV3CRP06 Core Course – 6 Kalasams Practical 4 4 30min 20 80 100 

KS3CMP05 Complementary Course – 5  

 Kathakali Sangeetham 

Prayoga of Lyrics Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT3CMP06 Complementary Course- 6   

Thalas in Kathakali 

Study of Thalas Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

 



IV  Common Course -9  Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 

 Common Course- 10  Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 

KV4CRT07 Core Course – 7   Life and Contribution of great Maestros Theory 7 4 3 20 80 100 

KV4CRP08 Core Course – 8  Pacha and Kathi Practical 4 4 30min 20 80 100 

KS4CMP07 Complementary Course-7  

                Kathakali Sangeetham  

Pathinja Padams Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT4CMP08 Complementary Course- 8   

Thalas in Kathakali 

Thalas in other Kerala Art Forms Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

V KV5CRT09 Core Course – 9   Detailed study of Anga,Upanga,etc.. Theory 5 3 3 20 80 100 20 

KV5CRT10 Core Course – 10    DYNAMICS OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 

AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

IN PERFORMING ARTS 

Theory 4 4 3 20 80 100 

KV5CRP11 Core Course – 11  Efficiency and Proficiency Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV5CRP12 Core Course- 12  Important Characters on Kathakali Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV5OPP01                  Open  Course            Kathakali Appreciation 

 

Practical 4 3 30min 20 80 100 

KV5PRT01 Coursework / Project Work   2 2  20 80 100 

VI KV6CRT13 Core Course – 13   Detailed study of Sanchari,Vebhichari 

Bhavas,etc. 

Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 

KV6CRP14 Core Course – 14  Lavanasuravadham Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV6CRP15 Core Course – 15   -  Thoranayudham Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV6CRP16 Core Course- 16   Stydy of Charactors Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV6CBP01 

KV6CBP02 

KV6CBP03 

Choice Based Core Course (1)Sabdha varnana  

(2) Katahakali Appreciation 

(3) Bhavas and Navarasas in Kathakali 

Practical 3 2 30min 20 80 100 

KV6PRT02 Coursework / Project Work   2 2  20 80 100 

 Total    3600 120 

 Course Credits 

Total Common Courses 10 38 

                                                              Total Core Courses  [Practical-9 + Theory-7] 16 32+25=57 

Total Complimentary Courses  8 16 

Total   Choice Based Core Courses 1 2 

Total Open Course 1 3 

Total Project Work / Course Work 2 4 

 38 120 



 

 

  



MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY 

B.A.KATHAKALI VESHAM 

(Vadakkan Chitta) 

Programme course details 
SEMESTER-I 

CORE COURSE –I  - THEORY - KV1CRT01 

 

ORIGIN OF KATHKALI 

1. tXmS-b-¯n-tâbpw ]pd-¸m-Sn-sâbpw kmlnXy ]T\w 

2. ]pcmW IYm-]-cn-Nbw 

3. \h-c-k-§-fpsS e£W tÇmIw 

4. \h-c-k-§-fpsS Ømbo-`mh ]T\w 

5 Origin of Kadhakali- History, Review & Evaluation, Study of Handgestures 

6.    No.1 to 24in Hasthalakshanadeepika 

7. Define Anga, Prathyanga & Upanga 

 

CORE COURSE -II– PRACTICAL 

ATTAKATHA 

KV1CRP02 

 
1. {]mYanI ]T\-¯nsâ BhÀ¯\w 
(km-[-I-§Ä, sa¿pÀ¸-S-hv, Npgn-¸p-IÄ) 
2. tXmSbw 
3. ]pd-¸mSv 
4. Cf-In-bm« k{¼-Zm-b-{]-Imcw ap{Z-IÄ ImWn-¡p¶ coXn. 
 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE I– PRACTICAL 

KATHAKALI SANGEETHAM 

KS1CMP01 

Basic Lessons of Kathakali Sangeetham 

 
k]vX-kz-c-§-fpsS {]mY-anI ]T\w 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE II– PRACTICAL 

THALAS IN KATHAKALI - KT1CMP02 

 

Basic Lessons of Kathakali Thalas 
IY-Ifn Xmf-§-fpsS {]mY-anI ]T\w 
 



SEMESTER 2 

CORE COURSE III – THEORY 

KV2CRT03 

Basic study of Abhinaya 
1. ASn-Øm\ ap{Z-I-fpsS 1 apXÂ 24 hsc-bp-Å-h-bpsS e£W tÇmI- 
]-T\w 
2. \h-c-k-§-fpsS e£W tÇmI§fpsS ]T\w 

3. ]Tn¨ thj-§-fpsS ]m{X kz`m-h-w, kµA`w, kmlnXy ]T\w 
4. tIc-f-I-em-a-WvUew Ncn{X ]T\w 
CORE COURSE IV – PRACTICAL 

KV2CRP04 

Navarasam 

1. All The exercises specified for the tuning up of the body must be continued. 
2. Kalasams in Chempada all types of Vattamvachukalasangal- 2-4 types 

3. CS-I-em-i-§Ä, tXm¦m-c-§Ä, Cc-«n, ]Ip-Xn-]p-d-¸mSv 
4. \h-c-k-§-fpsS ]T\w 
Type Character Lyrical part Story 
Mudi Krishna Kimbo sukham Subhadraharanam 
Minukku Droupathi Enkanava kandalum kalayanasougandhikam 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE III– PRACTICAL 

KADHAKALI SANGEETHAM 

KS2CMP03 

Padams 
1. {]tbm-K-¯nÂ ]Tn¨ ]Z-§-fpsS {]tbm-K-coXn 
2. tXmSbw, ]pd-¸mSv F¶n-h-bpsS cmK-]-cn-N-bw. 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE IV– PRACTICAL 

THALAS IN KADHAKALI 

KT2CMP04 

Application of Thalas 
IY-I-fn-bnÂ D]-tbm-K-¡p¶ FÃm Xmf-§-fp-tSbpw {]tbm-K-coXn. 
 

SEMESTER 3 

 

CORE COURSE V – THEORY 

KV3CRT05 

Bhava – Rasa 

 

1. The detail meaning interpretation, interrelation of the lyrical parts being taught specify 
and discuss emotional aspects of the character & situations. 
2. Life and contributions of any two masters in the field of Kadhakali Actors. 
3. A brief knowledge about a contribution of Kottarakkara Thamburan. 
4. IqSn-bm-«-¯nÂ \n¶v IY-I-fn-bn-te-¡pÅ kzm[o-\w. 
 



 

 

 

CORE COURSE VI – PRACTICAL 

KV3CRP06 

Kalasams 

 

1. All Exercise specified for the tuning up of the body must be continued. 
2. All the application of the 24 gestures learnt must be revised, in association with the 
respective elakiyattams. 
3. Kalasams- muriyadanta, Verbal syllabus in relation to the same. 

Type Character Lyrical part Story 
Minukku Dootan 
Jayajaya 
Nagakethana.. 
Utharaswayamvaram 
Minukku Matali Bhavateeniyogam.. Kalakeyavadham 
Mudi Krishna Parithapikkaruthe.. Kalyanasougandhikam 
Mudi Krishna 
Rajavara needhi 
jalathe.. 
Subhadraharanam 
Kathi(Junior) Gatolkhachan 
Thatha nin 
kazhalina.. 
Bakavadham 
 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE V– PRACTICAL 

KS3CMP05 

KADHAKALI SANGEETHAM – Prayoga of lyrics 
 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE VI– PRACTICAL 

KT3CMP06 

THALAS IN KADHAKALI – Study of Thala – Chembada, Chemba and Adanta 
(Pathinjakala) 
 

SEMESTER 4 

CORE COURSE VII – THEORY 

KV4CRT07 

Life and contribution of great Maestros 

 

1. Rathi, Hasa, Shoka – Corresponding rasas – their vybhicharis, correlating them to 
selected samples of lyrical contents. 
Rasas in relation to colours, musicalnotes, presiding deities – symbolism & 
interpretation – Ref BNS Ch. 6&7. 



2. Life and contributions of the great in feild of the popular South IUndian performing 
arts, Viz. Koodiyattam, Mohiniyattam, Thullal, socially relevant folk form of Kerala. 
These studies should include acting, music, facial makeup & costume designers 
wherever found significant. (Paper setters must confine to the specified forms while 
setting the question paper) 
3. The components common to & different from Kathakali, in relation to the art form of 
Theyyam, Padayani, Mudiyettu. 
4. tIm«-b¯p X¼p-cmsâ Poh-N-cn-{Xhpw IY-I-fn-¡pÅ kw`m-h\ 
F¶n-h-sb-¸-än-bpÅ hni-Z-]-T\w. 
 
CORE COURSE VIII – PRACTICAL 

KV4CRP08 

Pacha and Kathi 

1. All the exercise specified for the tuning up of the body must be continued. 
2. Assembling a chariot (Theru – koottikettal) 
3. Facial Make up (Theppu/ mukhathezhuthu) Pacha & Kathi character enacting. 
Type Character Lyrical part Story 
Mudi Krishna Methini deva vibho.. Rugmini swayamvaram 
Mudi Krishna Kashtamaho.. Kirmeera vadham 
Pacha Bheeman Sourya gunam... Kalyana sowgandikam 
Pacha Utharan Complete Utharaswayamvaram 
Kathi (Junior) Ghatolkachan Putranayulla.. Kalyana sowgandikam 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE VII– PRACTICAL 

KS4CMP07 

Pathinja Padams 

KADHAKALI SANGEETHAM – Alapana of Padams- Pathinjapadam- Murinja padam, 
Dandakam etc. 
COMPLIMENTARY COURSE VIII– PRACTICAL 

KT4CMP08 

Thalas in other Kerala Art Forms 

THALAS IN KADHAKALI – Prayoga of Thalas in Kadhakali & other Kerala art forms 
(Thullal, Koodiyattam etc.) 
 

SEMESTER 5 

CORE COURSE IX – THEORY 

KV5CRT09 

Detailed study of Anga, Upanga, etc. 

. 

1. The lyrical and contents used in the delineation of the characters above with special 
attention to the meaning, interpretation and the emotional contents. The status of 
Bhava in relation to the Character and the situation must be discussed. 
2. AwKw, D]mw-Kw F¶n-h-sb-¡p-dn¨v hni-Z-]-T\w 
3. InÀ½oc h[w þ [À½]p{XÀ ]m{X-kz-`mhs¯¡p-dn-¨pÅ hni-Z- 
]-T\w 

4. Two great masters of Kadhakali Melam. 



Core Course X - Theory - KV5CRT10 

DYNAMICS OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

IN PERFORMING ARTS 

 

Module1-  Unit 1-      Multidisciplinary Nature of Environmental Studies 

                    Unit 2-      Natural Resources 

Module2-  Unit 1-      Bio Diversity and Conservation 

                    Unit 2-      Environmental Pollution 

Module3-  Unit 1-      Nature and Music- the Know and the Unknown 

                    Unit 2-      Bio Rhythms 

Module  4- Unit 1-     Influence of Nature in Movements and Gestures in Performing arts 

( Bharathanatyam, Mohiniyattam, Kathakali) 

                     Unit 2-     Bio Rhythms 

Module 5-           Human Rights 

 
 

 

CORE COURSE XI – PRACTICAL 

KV5CRP11 

Efficiency and Proficiency 

Lecture- Demonstrations to enrich the students with sufficient supporting knowledge at 
the 
practical level. Participants must be judged for their efficiency & proficiency in visual and 
verbal communication 
. 
CORE COURSE XII – PRACTICAL 

KV5CRP12 

Important Characters on Kathakali 

 

Type Character Lyrical part Story 
Minukku- Female Lalitha Nallr kulamaniyum... Kirmeeravadham 
Pacha Dharmaputhrar Bale kel nee... Kirmeeravadham 
Pacha Bheema Panchala rajathanaye... Kalyanasowgandikam 
Kathi Duryodhanan Kalayani kanka... Utharaswayamvaram 
Vella – Thadi Hanuman Aariha Varunnathivan... Kalyanasowgandikam 
Kari Nakrathundi Full Narakasuravadham 
 

 Open  Course - Practical - KV5OPP01 

 

Kathakali  Appreciation 
 

COURSE WORK / PROJECT WORK 

KV5PRP01 

 

 



 

SEMESTER 6 

CORE COURSE XIII – THEORY 

KV6CRT13 

Detiled study of Sanchari, Vebhichari Bhavas,etc.. 

 
1. {]tbm-K-]-T-\-¯nsâ IYm-]m-{X-§-fpsS cwKm-hn-jv¡-cWw ]m{Xkz-` 
mhw 
2. k©m-cn, hy`n-Nm-cn `mh-§-fpsS ka{K ]T\w. 

3. Sum up for all characters learnt, Comparative studies on similar types in different 

Stories. Viz. Pacha types in different stories, Kathi types in different stories etc. the 
same character in different stories or situation eg. Ravana in Utbhavam, Balivijayam 
& Thoranayudham. Students must be given exact number of character and the specific 
character to be studied. 

4. Student must be able write brief description and deliver short talk in English, on the 

specified subject and elaborate extempore efficiency is not expected. Only a working 
knowledge sufficient. Discuss writing skills- criticism, reporting & review. 
CORE COURSE XIV – PRACTICAL 

KV6CRP14 

Lavanasuravadham 
eh-Wm-kpc h[w þ l\p-am³ 
tXmc-W-bp²w þ cmh-W³ 
 
CORE COURSE XV– PRACTICAL 

KV6CRP15 

 

Thoranayudham 
tXmc-W-bp²w þl\p-am³ 
kp -̀{Zm-l-cWw þ hn-]rYp, aÃ³ 
 
CORE COURSE XVI– PRACTICAL 

KV6CRP16 

Study of Characters 

 

Study of characters as given in the table below. 
Type Character Lyrical part story 
Pacha Arjunan Salajjoham Kalakeyavadham 
Kathi Narakasuran Complete Narakasuravadham 
Kathi Ravanan Complete Balivijayam 
Pacha Bheeman Sadharamayi.... Bakavadham 
Kari Simhika Ahosabhalam... Kirmeeravadham 
Chuvanna thadi Bakan Complete Bakavadham 

 



CHOICE BASED COURSE 

COURSE – I - KV6CBP01 

Sabdha varnana(Narakasuran) 
 

COURSE – II - KV6CBP02 

Katahakali Appreciation – Stories, Presentation 
 
COURSE – III - KV6CBP03 

Bhavas and Navarasas in Kathakali 
 
 
COURSE WORK / PROJECT WORK 

KV6PRP02 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY 

B .A . KATHAKALI VESHAM 

(VADAKKAN CHITTA) 

PROGRAMME - COURSE DETAILS 

Sem Course 
code 

Course Course Title Course 
Type 

Hrs/ 
Week 
Credit Exam 
Hrs 
Marks 
Int; Ext Total 
Total 

Credit 

I 
Common Course -1 Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 

20 Common Course- 2 Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

Common Course-3 Theory 4 4 3 20 80 100 

KV1CRT01 Core Course – 1 Origin of Kathakali Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

KV1CRP02 Core Course – 2 Aattakadha Practical 4 2 30min 20 80 100 

KS1CMP01 Complementary Course – 1 
Kathakali Sangeetham 
Basic Lessons of Kathakali Sangeetham Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT1CMP02 Complementary Course- 2 
Thalas in Kathakali 
Basic Lessons of Kathakali Thalas Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

II Common Course -4 Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 

Common Course- 5 Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

Common Course-6 Theory 4 4 3 20 80 100 

KV2CRT03 Core Course – 3 Basic study of Abhinaya Theory 4 3 3 20 80 100 

KV2CRP04 Core Course – 4 Navarasam Practical 4 2 30min 

KS2CMP03 Complementary Course – 3 
Kathakali Sangeetham 
Padams Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT2CMP04 Complementary Course- 4 
Thalas in Kathakali 
Application of Thalas Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

III Common Course -7 Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 



Common Course- 8 Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 

KV3CRT05 Core Course – 5 Bhava – Rasa Theory 7 4 3 20 80 100 

KV3CRP06 Core Course – 6 Kalasams Practical 4 4 30min 20 80 100 

KS3CMP05 Complementary Course – 5 
Kathakali Sangeetham 
Prayoga of Lyrics Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT3CMP06 Complementary Course- 6 
Thalas in Kathakali 
Study of Thalas Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

IV Common Course -9 Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 

Common Course- 10 Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 

KV4CRT07 Core Course – 7 Life and Contribution of great Maestros Theory 7 4 3 20 80 100 

KV4CRP08 Core Course – 8 Pacha and Kathi Practical 4 4 30min 20 80 100 

KS4CMP07 Complementary Course-7 
Kathakali Sangeetham 
Pathinja Padams Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

KT4CMP08 Complementary Course- 8 
Thalas in Kathakali 
Thalas in other Kerala Art Forms Practical 2 2 30min 20 80 100 

V KV5CRT09 Core Course – 9 Detailed study of Anga,Upanga,etc.. Theory 5 3 3 20 80 100 20 

KV5CRP10 Core Course – 10 Bakavadham Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV5CRP11 Core Course – 11 Efficiency and Proficiency Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV5CRP12 Core Course- 12 Lalitha to Nakrathundi Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV5GEP01 

KV5GEP02 

KV5GEP03 

Generic Elective Course (1) Pathinja Thiranokku 
(2) Eduthu Kalasam 
(3) Edakalasam 
Practical 3 3 30min 20 80 100 

KV5PRT01 Coursework / Project Work 2 2 20 80 100 

VI KV6CRT13 Core Course – 13 Detailed study of Sanchari,Vebhichari 

Bhavas,etc. 

Theory 5 4 3 20 80 100 20 

KV6CRP14 Core Course – 14 Lavanasuravadham Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV6CRP15 Core Course – 15 - Thoranayudham Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV6CRP16 Core Course- 16 Stydy of Charactors Practical 5 4 30min 20 80 100 

KV6CBP01 

KV6CBP02 

KV6CBP03 

Choice Based Core Course (1)Sabdha varnana 
(2) Katahakali Appreciation 
(3) Bhavas and Navarasas in Kathakali 
Practical 3 2 30min 20 80 100 

KV6PRT02 Coursework / Project Work 2 2 20 80 100 

Total 3600 120 
Course Credits 
Total Common Courses 10 38 
Total Core Courses [Practical-10 + Theory-6] 16 36+21=57 
Total Complimentary Courses 8 16 



Total Elective Choice Based Core Courses 2 5 
Total Project Work / Course Work 2 4 
38 120 
 


